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The Soviet Government cannot, however, sacrifice to such
conceptions its constant aspirations to afford, by even' means at
its disposal, all possible assistance in the task of easing the burden
of militarism lying upon all peoples, the task of preventing armed
conflicts and the consolidation of general peace. Weak as are the
hopes of the Soviet Government for the achievement of these
aims in the present world situation, it would consider it out of
the question to refrain from taking the least possible opportunity
for doing somthing, however little, to assist the matter of the
reduction of armaments. The Soviet Government, as the inter-
preter of the will of the toiling masses, has determined never to let
slip a single opportunity for easing in any way the burden of
armaments and world conflicts pressing upon the toiling masses
the world over. . . .           From a Note sent by People's Com-
missariat for Foreign Affairs to
General * Secretary of League of
Nations, March 15, 1923.
The Soviet State, of its very nature free from any imperialist
designs and annexationist ambitions whatsoever, steadily pursues
the policy of peace. It invited and still invites all its neighbours
without exception, and not its neighbours only, in a spirit of real
peaceableness, to conclude a pact of non-aggression. From the
point of view of peace policy, the Soviet Union continues to insist
on the necessity for full and general disarmament. If the capitalist
countries consider the realisation of a plan for complete disarma-
ment in one instalment or during the shortest possible term
unacceptable, the Soviet delegation agrees to the gradual
execution of such a plan, during a term to be established
at the conference.
M. LITVINOV, from a Statement to Representatives of
Soviet and Foreign Press, November 22, 1927.
The Soviet Government adheres to the opinion it has always
held, that under the capitalist system no grounds exist for count-
ing upon the removal of the causes which give rise to armed
conflicts. Militarism and big navies are the essentially natural
consequences of the capitalist system. By the very fact of their
increase they intensify existing differences, giving a great impetus
L